The true meliphagid tongue, fringed and quadrifid at its distal end, has been most recently discussed and portrayed by Scharnke (1931, pp. 454-466) in the genera Myzomela, Myza, Melidectes, Orodytes, Philemon, Xanthotis, Ptiloprora, and Toxorhamphus ; by the same author (Scharnke, 1932, pp. 117-119) (Scharnke, 1931, pp. 456, 457) and the schematized drawing of the tongue of Meliphaga (Dorst, 1952, p. Yamashina (1930, pp. 332-334) At discovery the Bonins were described as wholly overgrown with a dripping forest of tall trees. The endemic flora was of mixed provenience, some of the genera having originated in temperate eastern Asia, while others, perhaps a majority, were unquestionably of Oceanic origin and here reached theu* northernmost outpost from the Fapuasian matrix.
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